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RESOLUTION, 

Requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States , to  pre- 
sent medals  to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  frigate  Constiution, 


January  10,  1816. 

Read  twice,  and  commmitted  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  present 
medals  to  Captain  Biddle  and  the  officers  of  the  Sloop  of  War,  Hornet, 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ves  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  present  to  captain 
Charles  Stewart,  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  a 
gold  medal  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices, 
and  a silver  medal  with  suitable  emblems  and  de- 
vices, to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the  said  fri- 
gate, in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress,  of  the  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and  ser- 
vices of  captain  Stewart,  his  officers  and  crew,  in 
the  capture  of  the  British  vessels  of  war,  the 
Cyane  and  the  Levant,  after  a brave  and  skillful 
combat. 
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No.  1. 

United  States  frigate  Constitution , 
May,  1815. 

SIR, 

On  the  20th  of  February  last,  the  island  of 
Madeira,  bearing  about  W.  S.  W.  distant  60 
leagues,  we  fell  in  with  hisbritannic  majesty’s  two 
ships  of  war  the  Cyane  and  Levant,  and  brought 
them  to  action  about  six  o’clock  in  the  evening; 
both  of  which,  (after  a spirited  engagement  of  40 
minutes,)  surrendered  to  the  ship  under  my  com- 
mand. 

Considering  the  advantages  derived  by  the  ene- 
my from  a divided  and  more  active  force,  as  also 
their  superiority  in  the  weight  and  number  of  their 
guns,  I deem  the  speedy  and  decisive  result  of  this 
action  the  strongest  assurance  which  can  be  given 
to  government  that  all  under  my  command  did 
their  duty,  and  gallantly  supported  the  reputation 
of  American  seamen. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  minutes  of  the  ac- 
tion and  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
this  ship  ; also  enclosed  you  will  receive  for  your 
information  a statement  of  the  actual  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  number  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  their  ships  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Honourable  B.  W.  Crownimhield , 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 
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Baltimore,  May  2 </,  1815. 

SIR, 

I have  the  honour  to  make  known  to  you  my 
arrival  at  this  place,  with  a part  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, captured  in  a prize,  the  Levant,  in  the  har- 
bour of  Port  Praya,  in  the  island  of  St.  Jago,  by 
a squadron  of  his  britannic  majesty’s  ships,  con- 
sisting of  the  Leander,  sir  George  Collier,  the 
New-Castle,  lord  George  Stewart,  and  the  Acasta, 
captain  Kerr ; for  the  particulars  of  my  recapture, 
I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extract 
from  the  log-book  of  the  Levant. 

Having  caused  the  destruction  of  my  owrn  pa- 
pers, as  - well  as  those  of  the  officers  with  me,  I 
can  only  say  to  you  relative  to  the  Constitution, 
that  after  leaving  the  port  of  Boston,  she  severally 
cruised  off  the  islands  of  Bermuda  and  Madeira, 
in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  for  some  time  in  sight  of 
the  Rock  of  Lisbon,  without  having  met  with  but 
two  of  the  enemy’s  vessels,  one  of  which  was  de- 
stroyed, the  other  ordered  in;  and  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  February,  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira bearing  W.  S.  W.  distant  70  leagues,  fell 
in  with,  engaged,  and  after  a close  action  of  40 
minutes,  captured  his  britannic  majesty’s  ships 
Cvane,  captain  Gordon  Falcon,  and  Levant,  hon. 
captain  Douglass.  It  would,  sir,  be  deemed  pre- 
sumption in  me  to  attempt  to  give  you  particular 
details  respecting  the  nature  of  this  action;  I shall, 
therefore,  only  remark  generally,  that  every  offi- 
cer, seaman,  and  marine  on  board  did  their  duty. 
I cannot,  however,  deny  myself  the  pleasure  that 
this  opportunity  affords  me  of  noticing  the  brilliant 


management  of  Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  through 
whose  unerring  judgment  every  attempt  of  an  in- 
genious enemy  to  gain  a raking  position  was  frus- 
trated. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
[Signed.]  HENRY  E.  BALLARD. 

The  Cyane  mounted,  on  her  main  deck,  twenty- 
two  32lb.  carronades;  on  her  upper  deck,  ten 
181b.  carronades,  two  long  9’s,  and  one  12lb.  car- 
ronade  on  a travelling  carriage,  with  a comple- 
ment of  175  men. 

The  Levant  mounted  eighteen  32lb.  carronades, 
two  long  9’s,  and  one  121b.  carronade,  with  138 
men  on  board. 

The  Constitution  had  4 killed  and  9 wounded 
Cyane,  7 do.  17  do. 

Levant,  9 do.  17  do. 


